Annual profiles of sex steroids in blood plasma and ovarian tissue of wild female musk shrew, Suncus murinus.
Relative ovarian weights with bursa and annual profiles of sex steroids have been described in the female musk shrew, Suncus murinus, collected in the vicinity of Rawalpindi, Pakistan. The relative gonadal weight was basal (23.20 +/- 1.20 mg/100 g) during anoestrus but enhanced (39.93 +/- 2.73 mg/100 g) abruptly at the onset of the breeding season. Plasma progesterone concentrations, measured during different parts of the year, indicated elevated levels during the late pregnant stage (p less than 0.01). The ovarian progesterone was also comparatively higher in late pregnant animals. No significant difference was observed in plasma and ovarian oestradiol.